
Swapping Roles 

 

 

Randy and Morty Wishman head up Wishman Talent agency, one of 

the big Hollywood agencies.  One their top agents is Ryan Mason, 

the Package King, engaged to one of their biggest movie star 

clients.  But, he’s kind of a stuck-up tool. 

 

Randy and Morty Wishman have an ongoing debate about nature vs. 

nurture.  Does money make the man, or does man make the money. 

 

Preparing for a special footsteps-in-cement ceremony for one of 

his big clients, Randy, Morty and Ryan have to go to the famous 

Grumman’s Chinese Theater, with its array of costumed 

characters.  While they survey the seen, Christian the Poet, a 

street hustler, dressed in a makeshift super hero cape and 

tights pops up.  Hearing Ryan on a cell talk about a deal, 

Christian decides he’s got an “audition.”  He tries to interest 

Ryan in some of his poems and talents and Ryan tries to waves 

him off.  Christian doesn’t let up, so Mason has Christian 

arrested for assault and invasion of “personal space.” 

 

This triggers the idea of Randy and Morty making a wager, for 

the “usual amount,” to see how Ryan would act if his position 

where taken away. (“Replace him with someone of them mailroom?”  

“No, those people have been training for that position for 

years.”)  No, not just seeing Ryan lost his position, but to see 

what someone like the Poet would do if he has his position 

suddenly elevated as well.  A swap. 

 

It’s not enough to just fire Ryan, no, he has to be knocked all 

the way to the curb, the better to judge his resolve.  The 

Wishman Brothers hired their usual sleazy PI, Clarence Beeks, 

whose job it will be to disgrace Mason.  There’s a sex tape 

released, causing his fiancée, Penny Withers, to dump him.  

Terrorist ties, money laundering are implied.  His accounts are 

frozen. The woman in the sex tape, Ophelia, shows up at the 

agency demanding abortion money. 

 

With that, the Wishmans, claiming their hands are tied, fire 

Mason.  His home, a property owned by the agency, is taken from 

him.  And he loses the services of his long-time personal 

trainer and life coach, Tracy Coleman. 

 

Meanwhile, the Wishman bail Chris Valentine, out of jail and 

take him under their wings.  They set him up in Ryan’s old 

office and Valentine proves himself to be very good at the 



agenting business.  Valentine quickly adapts to the Beverly 

Hills, Rodeo Drive lifestyle. 

 

Meanwhile, out on the street, depressed, Ryan goes on a bender 

and runs into Ophelia, former aspiring actress now working in 

porn, takes pity on him and brings him home.  Ryan, confused and 

broken begins trying to figure out how to get back his life. 

At a red carpet event, Ryan tries to plant the most embarrassing 

thing a Hollywood liberal could have, a gun, on Valentine.  Ryan 

is simply humiliated.  Meanwhile, Valentine survives, cutting 

slick deals and practical moves to get his people work. 

 

Later, the Wishmans discuss Ryan’s meltdown and Valentine’s 

rise.  Morty claims victory in the wager, a dollar.  Ryan will 

never work in the town again, and of course, keeping Valentine 

around is ridiculous, so he’ll be fired. 

 

Valentine overhears this on the intercom system and tracks Ryan 

down, first to his old house, where he meets and falls for Tracy 

Coleman.  From there, they track him to Ophelia, where they find 

him having attempted suicide.  Ophelia nurses Ryan back to 

health.  Valentine informs him of the Wishmans’ bet.  Something 

must be done.  But what? 

 

Ryan realizes that the movie “Blastman’s Revenge” is coming out.  

This was put together by Wishman’s agency.  They were all but 

the actual producers of the movie because of the way they 

packaged it.  Rumors are out there that they want to head up a 

studio, and this movie, a comic book adaptation, is their 

calling card.  Rumor also has it that a lot of their own money 

is tied up in its production.  As well as fronting money for 

some other off-shore interests. 

 

Ophelia sees Clarence Beeks on TV, during a press junket of 

“Blastman’s Revenge.”  The movie is going to have an old school 

premiere at Grumann’s.  What if the film is awful?  What if they 

can kill any good word of mouth?  They plan to get into the 

studio and re-edit the film before the premiere.  Then flood 

social media with bad reviews.  The delivery of the “film” to 

the theater is delayed, so the group has to pull some 

shenanigans to stall the premiere.  Finally, the film arrives, 

the audience is seated and the film unspools.  It’s awful.  The 

Wishmans are ruined. 

 

Worse, someone shorted shares of the studio’s company in the 

Wishmans’ accounts, so it looks like they tanked the movie on 



purpose to clean up on the stock.  Here comes the SEC to shut 

down Wishman Talent. 

 

Meanwhile, Ryan and Valentine sell the rights to their story to 

Hollywood for a bundle with points in the movie.  Ryan and 

Ophelia (real name Daisy) and Chris and Coleman fall for each 

other. 

 

So, Swapping Roles would update the tale of the examination of 

human nature and be a sharp lampoon of Hollywood and today’s 

movie industry. 

 


